

ANSWERS COMMUNICATION TERMINOLOGY
Write a brief description of each of the following communication terms.

1. 
Baud rate:
The number of discrete signals that the link can handle in one second.

2. Analog data transmission:  Transmission of computer data as an electrical signal  in continuous wave form.

3. 
Server:
Host or central computer in a network which is responsible for network management.
4. 
Videotex:
Home information service, shop at home; data communications merchandising etc.

5. 
LAN:
Local Area Network.

6. 
WAN:
Wide Area Network.

7. 
Parity bit:
Extra bit added to each byte sent in communication for error checking. 

8. 
Synchronous transmission:  Both machines need to be synchronised via internal clocks.  Data transmitted in which characters are transmitted in a continuous stream.

9. 
Front-end Processor:
 A communications control unit which handles some of the communication tasks of the central computer.
10. 
Modem:
Short for modulate demodulate.  Changes digital signal to analog and vice-versa so that two computers can communicate over analog communication lines.

11. 
Full-duplex transmission:  Data can be sent and received at the same time.

12. 
Coaxial cable:
High quality transmission cables.  A cable consisting of an 


insulated core of wire surrounded by an outer insulated flexible wire braid.

13. 
Bandwidth:
The range of frequencies that a device can handle at the same time.

14. 
Protocol:
Communication rules used between two computers for exchange of  data.
15.
Internet:
International network of networks used by academics, governments, private companies and now the public.
16. 
BBS:
Bulletin Board System.
17. 
Download:
A computer receiving a file from a remote computer.

18. 
Gateway:
A device that connects two dissimilar networks so that computers in one network can communicate with those in another.

19. 
Bus Network:
Connection of computers/devices along a central communication cable.  Network will not crash if one device fails. 

20. 
Token Ring Network:   A network that uses token passing (a protocol used to gain access to the network) to access a shared cable.
21. 
E-mail:
Electronic Mail - sending and storing messages directly from one computer to another.

22. 
Fax:
Uses technology to send digitised graphics, text from one fax machine to another via telephone cable. 

23. 
EFTPOS:
Electronic Fund Transfer Point Of Sale. Available at many retail outlets.

24. 
Internet Provider:
A company or organisation that provides Internet access to   subscribers. 

25. 
Hacker:
A person who obsessively and illegally attempts to gain access to computer systems.
25 x 1 = Total: 25 marks
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